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: M AS ; Recreate this story with the 


aoe THOMAS-SAURUS REX SET 
| from Thomas & Friends 
Wooden Railway! 


Play along as Thomas and Stepney deliver their special cargo to 
the museum fair and learn how Really Useful they can be. 


The Thomas Wooden Railway system is designed to grow with a 
child's increasing ability and creativity. As a child's skills develop, add 
more track, vehicles, destinations, and accessories. 


Includes Thomas, Stepney, Fossil Car, 
exclusive tunnel, Stop & Go Depot, 
and more! 32 pieces in all! 


FEATURES 
STEPNEY & 
FOSSIL CAR! 
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Thomas puffed into the Yard after a long day. He saw 
James and Gordon talking together. When he stopped at the 
water tower, he could hear everything they said. 
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“Iam too important to pull such an ancient load,” said Gordon. 

“Yes,” replied James. “I am glad they brought that old bucket 
of bolts to do it. The engines here are all too fine.” 

“Tm surprised he can do anything, he is so old.” 

“Well, it makes sense for him to pull that Special. The fossils 
deserve each other,” said James. Both of the engines laughed. 

Thomas wondered what they were talking about. 
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Percy was waiting when Thomas got to the Shed. 

“Did you see Stepney?” asked Percy. “Did you see what 
his Special is?” 

“No, but I heard Gordon and James talking about it,” 
answered Thomas. “They said it was a lot of old junk.” 

“T think it’s kind of neat,” said Percy. 

“Don’t let them hear you say that,” said Thomas. 
“They'll tease you, too.” 


Thomas liked Stepney. Stepney was one of the oldest 
engines on the whole Island of Sodor. He had seen a lot and 
had interesting stories to tell. 

Thomas’ favorite story was about Sir Topham Hatt as a 
little boy. 


One beautiful day, little Topham Hatt was out for a 
carriage ride with his grandfather. The horse was dashing 
through the countryside. Grandfather Hatt saw a rut in the 
road, but it was too late to swerve. 

CRACK! 

The carriage’s axle was broken, and the horse ran off. 
Luckily, no one was hurt. But they were a long way from 
home. 

Just then, Stepney, a brand-new engine, came chugging 
by. He was pulling a load of coal, so he didn’t have any 
passenger coaches. 
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There was only one thing to do. Topham Hatt and his 
grandfather crawled up on top of the pile of coal. And off 
they went. 
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When they got to town, little Topham Hatt was covered 
head to toe in coal dust. He was very dirty. Andso was __ 
Grandfather, so Mother couldn’t be cross. They both Ma 
laughed—and even had their picture taken! - 


Thomas always liked that story, and Percy 
liked it, too. It made them laugh to think that Sir 
Topham Hatt was ever that dirty. 


The next morning, Thomas went looking for Stepney. 

“Good morning, sir,” said Thomas politely. 

“Well, hello, Thomas,” said Stepney with a smile. “What 
do you think of my Special?” 

Thomas looked at the rock with some bones in it and at 
the old chest. He didn’t want to hurt Stepney’s feelings. “It 


'. s-s-sure looks old,” he stammered. 


“It’s the oldest thing I have ever pulled,” laughed 
Stepney. “It makes me feel young. The chest is full of gems 
from Rolf’s Castle in the days of knights.” 


“This fossil is from the age of dinosaurs. It is going to be 
part of the museum fair at Tidmouth. And so am I, because 
Iam so old,” he added proudly. 


Thomas thought the things seemed pretty interesting, 
but he remembered Gordon and James saying they were 
junk. Thomas didn’t know what to think. 
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Just then, Sir Topham Hatt came to see the engines. 
“Stepney and his Special must go to Tidmouth for the 
museum show,” he said. “But the hill to Tidmouth may 
be too steep for Stepney with that valuable Special. So 
someone will need to help push from behind.” 


“Push? I would not push a Special made of solid gold,” said 
Gordon, “let alone that pile of old junk. I only pull Specials, 
and important ones at that.” 

‘T don’t think we should have to push that Special, Sir,” 
said James. 

Thomas did not want the others to tease him. But he saw 
that Stepney looked sad that no one wanted to help him. 


“T will push Stepney’s Special,” he quietly volunteered. 

“Thank you, Thomas,” said Sir Topham Hatt. 
“I appreciate it when engines prove that they are Really 
Useful.” And then he gave Gordon a stern look. 

Gordon puffed, and James gave a cheeky chuckle. 
“Better him than us,” he said. 


Thomas pushed the Special out of the Yard. He heard 
James call out, “Don’t let them mistake you for that old junk 


and send you to the scrap yard.” 


All the way to Tidmouth, Thomas worried about what 
everyone would say about his old Special. He knew the 
children liked him, but would they think he was just an “old 
fossil” when he arrived with this “old junk”? 


When they arrived at Tidmouth, there were already lots 
of interesting things to see. There was a butterfly tent, a 
petting zoo, and a frog exhibit. Thomas helped Stepney onto 
a special siding that allowed everyone to see the fossil and 
chest close up. But no one seemed to notice they were there. 

And then Thomas heard one little boy shout with delight. 
“Look over there! It’s Thomas! And he brought a dinosaur!” 


Soon Thomas and Stepney were surrounded. 

“Cool!” “Wow!” “Look at that!” 

Thomas had never heard the children so excited. He 
was excited, too. 


Sir Topham Hatt walked over to them. Thomas was 
surprised to see that he looked dirty. 

“Good work, Thomas!” said Sir Topham Hatt. “I should 
have come with you and Stepney. I got a flat tire. I haven’t 
been this dirty in a long, long time.” He laughed. “Do you 
remember that day on the coal car, Stepney?” 

“T sure do,” chuckled Stepney. “You were a happy little 
boy, Sir.” 

“Just like these children. They will never forget this day.” 


“And neither will I,” added Sir Topham Hatt. 
Just then, a man with a camera walked up. He said, 
“Everyone smile and say ‘steamie!’” : 
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Books im the PICTUREBACK 4eries 


The Alphabet Book 
Animal Babies 
Autumn Is for Apples 
Barbie: Fairytopia 
Barbie Loves Ballet 
Barbie: Tea for Two 
Barbie: Treasures of Pegasus 
The Berenstain Bears’ Nursery Tales 
Betty Spaghetty: Where Are You? 
Bible Stories from the Old Testament 
Big Cindy’s School Bus 
Big Dog . . . Little Dog: A Bedtime 
Story 
Big Frank's Fire Truck 
Big Joe’s Trailer Truck 
Big Mike’s Police Car 
The Bug Book 
Busy Trains 
The Christmas Story 
with Ruth J. Morehead’s Holly Babes™ 
Dinosaurs! 
Do You Know Colors? 
Easter Bunny's Amazing Egg Machine 
Farm Animals 
The Farm Book 
Feeding Time at the Zoo 
The Fish Book 
500 Words to Grow On 
Giraffes 
I Love Gymnastics 
I Love Skating 
Jack and the Leprechaun 
Kittens 
Kittens Are Like That 
Koala Brothers: A Letter for George 
Koala Brothers: Sea Captain Ned 
The Little Ballerina 
The Little Butterfly 
The Little Duck 
The Little Flower Girl 
The Little Kitten 


The Little Lamb 
The Little Pig 
The Little Puppy 
The Little Rabbit 
The Little Raccoon 
Maya’s World: Angelina of Italy 
Maya's World: Cedric of Jamaica 
Maya’s World: Izak of Lapland 
Maya’s World: Mikale of Hawaii 
Maya’s World: Renée Marie of France 
Meet Betty Spaghetty 
Merry Christmas, Everyone! 
Mother Goose 
My Dad Can Do Anything 
My First Picture Dictionary 
The Night Before Christmas 
Noah’s Ark 
North American Indians 
Poems to Read to the Very Young 
Puppies 
Puppies Are Like That 
Richard Scarry’s A Day at the Airport 
Richard Scarry’s Bedtime Stories 
Richard Scarry’s Find Your ABC’s 
Richard Scarry’s Lowly Worm Storybook 
Richard Scarry’s Please and 

Thank You Book 
Sharks 
The Snowman Storybook 
The Star-Spangled Banner 
Star Wars: Battle in the Arena 
Star Wars: I Am a Bounty Hunter 
The Story of Hanukkah 
The Story of the Nutcracker Ballet 
The Story of the Pilgrims 
Thomas’ ABC Book 
Thomas & Friends: A Better View for 

Gordon 
Thomas & Friends: Calling All Engines 
Thomas & Friends: Catch Me, Catch Me! 
Thomas & Friends: A Cow on the Line 
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Thomas & Friends: 
Thomas & Friends: 
Trouble 
Thomas & Friends: 
Thomas & Friends: 
Thomas & Friends: 
Thomas & Friends: 
Thomas & Friends: 
Red Balloon 
Thomas & Friends: 
Thomas & Friends: 
the Shed 
Thomas & Friends: 
Crunch 
Thomas & Friends: 
Thomas & Friends: 


The Cranky Day 
Diesel 10 Means 


Diesel’s Devious Deed 
Down at the Docks 
Edward's Exploit 
Hooray for Thomas! 
James and the 


James in a Mess 
The Monster Under 


Percy’s Chocolate 


The Special Delivery 
Trouble for Thomas 


Thomas and the Naughty Diesel 
Thomas and the Rumors 
Thomas Gets a Snowplow 
Thomas Gets Tricked 

Thomas’ Railway Word Book 


Thomas Tells a Lie 
The Tiger Book 


Together for Kwanzaa 
Trick or Treat, It’s Halloween! 


The Truck Book 
We Love Ballet! 
We Love Baseball! 
We Love Soccer! 


Who Wants a Valentine? 


Wild Dads! 
Wild Moms! 


Winter Is for Snowflakes 


The Zoo Book 


*Also available in Spanish or bilingual editions 
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